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PREPARATIONS FOR THE THIRTY-SECOND ASSEMBLY

OF DELEGATES OF THE CIM

(Item 6 on the Agenda)

In order to speed up and better organize the work for the upcoming Assembly, the Permanent Secretariat requested the Principal Delegates who wish to do so, to send the draft resolutions that their country will be submitting at the Assembly.  Please find attached herewith the draft resolution forwarded by the Principal Delegate of Argentina, Ms. Juliana Di Tulio (Annex I).









Annex I

Draft Resolution

Gender and Consumption in Free Trade and Integration Processes

(Submitted by the Delegation of Argentina)

THE THIRTY-SECOND ASSEMBLY OF DELEGATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

1. BEARING IN MIND Resolution CIM/REMIM-II/RES 5/04 “Women, Trade and Economic Empowerment” adopted by the Second Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in Member States, urging the states “to include gender impact considerations in developing their national policies and positions related to the negotiations of bilateral and regional trade agreements, as well as include gender equity and equality as a priority within national and regional trade capacity-building strategies,” as well as the Resolution adopted at the XXXIV Regular Session of the General Assembly of the OAS, AG/RES 2023 (XXXIV-O/04) “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” which, in its resolves paragraph 5. b), urges the States to take into account the recommendations of REMIM II;

2. RECALLING the initiative emerging from the First Summit of the Americas held in Miami to establish a Free Trade Area of the Americas and the commitment that was made there in the sense that enhancement the role of women in the economy of our countries is essential to reduce poverty and social inequalities and to promote democracy and sustainable development.

3. EMPHASIZING that the efforts at economic liberalization during the past decade have not completely fulfilled the aspirations for sustainable development of the region’s economies and that therefore progress must be made in ensuring the broader participation of all social players to this end;

4. CONSIDERING that the Heads of State and Government, meeting at the Special Summit of the Americas, have reiterated “that the empowerment of women, their full and equal participation in the development of our societies and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership are fundamental for the reduction of poverty, the promotion of economic and social prosperity, and for people-centered human development;” as well as their commitment to continue promoting gender equity and equality;

5. BEARING IN MIND that consumption is a variable that is indicative of a society’s income level and that consumption, from a gender perspective, should reflect equitable, fair, and reciprocal relationships between its members;

6. CONSIDERING that the economic integration processes that are taking place, in both the subregions and in the Hemispheric Free Trade Area, are promoting greater access to markets of goods and services, and therefore have led to the need for a civil society debate on the role played by consumers in these processes and their consequences for the sector in our entire Hemisphere;

7. CONCERNED that trade policies may exert uneven impacts in terms of gender, because of the many cases of differentiated socioeconomic status, including the growing feminization of poverty;

RESOLVES:

1. 
To draw the attention of the states on the importance that consumption decisions have for society as a whole not only because they provide a measure of well-being, but also because they are directly tied to the capacity to choose and thus influence socioeconomic development, contributing in turn to strengthening citizenship.

2. 
To urge the States to promote, in both the countries and the subregions and Hemisphere, a broad debate on the participation of civil society regarding the role of women as consumers in free trade and economic integration processes and their impact on negotiations, considering the need to strengthen this role to reduce poverty, generate employment, and promote sustainable development.

3. 
To encourage the establishment of civil society organizations and thus facilitate access to information and training regarding consumer decisions.

4. 
To urge the States to include the gender perspective in negotiations for free trade and economic integration agreements, including a balanced representation of gender in the respective delegations.

5.
Request the Executive Secretary of CIM to draw up a report on consumption from a gender perspective to help member states deal with this topic and achieve equitable, fair and reciprocal relationships between social players.
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