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The Third Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee opened at 9:30 a.m.  In the absence of the President and Vice President, Ms. Lily Caravantes Tobías, Principal Delegate of Guatemala, Executive Committee member, chaired the meeting.

In opening the meeting, Dr. Caravantes briefly greeted the participants and presented to them for their consideration the provisional Agenda (CIM/CD/doc.25/03), which was adopted without amendment. 

1. Adoption of the summary Minutes of the Second Regular Session
The meeting considered the provisional summary minutes of the Second Regular Session of the Executive Committee, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.24/03, which was adopted without amendment (Agreement No. 1).
2.
Report on the Activities of the CIM:  Reports of the Chair and of the Executive Secretary


The acting Chair invited the Executive Secretary to present document CIM/CD/doc.26/03, Report on the Activities of the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM.  In her brief presentation, the Executive Secretary underscored, in particular, trafficking project-related activities, and noted that, by February 2004, the Secretary General was expected to appoint the OAS coordinator for that project, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03).   She reported on her recent meeting with the editorial board of The New York Times, to discuss CIM’s working on trafficking.  The editors will consider the publishing of an article or editorial on the trafficking of persons in the Americas.  She also reported on the different international meetings in which the CIM had participated, and gave details of the Meeting of Ministers of Women’s Affairs, convened by the Council of Women World Leaders, which was held in October 2003, at Georgetown University, in Washington, D.C.  Participating at this meeting, in addition to the Ministers of Women’s Affairs, were the heads of the gender units of multilateral organizations.  The decision was made at this meeting to create a Ministerial Network for communication and the exchange of information and best practices, to be chaired initially by the Hon. Jean Augustine, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of Women Canada) and Ms. Marcela Suazo, Minister of the Instituto Nacional de la Mujer of Honduras. 

The Executive Secretary also announced that Nora Uribe, Principal Delegate of Venezuela, would report on the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held recently, in Venezuela, which she had attended as representative of the CIM.  Lastly, the Executive Secretary informed that the Latin American Committee for the Defense of Women’s Rights (CLADEM) had sent the President of the CIM a note concerning Article 2 of the Convention of Belém do Pará, which pointed out that the wording of the official Spanish version was more limited than that of the official texts in English, French, and Portuguese, and indicated that it had to be determined how to proceed in that connection.  At the request of the Executive Secretary, the Principal Specialist of the CIM, Mercedes Kremenetzky, explained that the discrepancy was that the English, French, and Portuguese versions read that the aggressor may “or may not” share or have shared the same residence with the women, while in the Spanish version did not contain the phrase “or may not.”  She also reported that, in her reply to CLADEM, the President had noted that the period after the date of adoption of the text of the treaty for the states to request a correction had expired long ago.  Therefore, in keeping with the provisions of Article 19 of the Convention, the only available means for the amendment thereof was for a State Party to submit a proposal for the amendment of this Convention to the General Assembly through the Inter-American Commission of Women. 

A lengthy exchange of views ensued, in which the implications of the long and costly amendment process were discussed.  The delegates expressed their concern regarding this process and decided that amending the Convention might create a major political risk, and constitute a major step backwards in its implementation.  It was proposed to distribute the text so that the countries could study the problem and it was decided that the Executive Secretary would consult the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs regarding its interpretation of the implications of the discrepancy among versions of the aforementioned Article of the Convention of Belém do Pará and the appropriateness, if any, of amending it. (Agreement No. 2)

The Principal Delegate of Venezuela, Nora Uribe, subsequently reported on her participation in the High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion, held in Isla Margarita, October 8-10, 2003.  Her presentation was published as document CIM/CD/doc.26/03 add.1.  

3.
Second Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM-II)

As the central theme of REMIM-II is women, free trade, and economic empowerment, discussion of this topic began with two presentations on gender and trade.  The Chair welcomed Ms. Margarette May Macaulay, CAFRA member, who presented their view of the topic of free trade, and its impact on women.  The presentation, published as document CIM/CD/doc.32/03, discussed the experience of trade liberalization in the Caribbean, and provided examples of the differential impact of trade agreements on women and men, specifically in the areas of agriculture, services, intellectual property rights, and investment.  

Next, Dr. José Manuel Salazar, Director of the OAS Trade Unit, presented a document prepared by the Trade Unit on trade deregulation, gender, and development, which contained specific suggestions and guidelines for mitigating the asymmetrical impact of globalization, taking into account the differences between men and women in their economic roles, and time and wage distribution. 

The delegates thanked the speakers for the valuable presentations, and exchanged views on how to promote dialogue between the national machineries and ministries of trade with a view to achieving effective gender mainstreaming in trade negotiations.  They underscored the need for studies that would enable specific recommendations to be put forward at the negotiating table.  


In keeping with the decision taken at the preceding meeting of the Executive Committee, consideration was then given to the final draft agenda for REMIM-II, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.14/03 rev.1, and the model format prepared by the Permanent Secretariat for preparing the reports to be presented at the meeting on implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) in the countries (CIM/CD/doc.27/03). 

The delegates made their observations on the final draft agenda, and approved it with the proposed amendments to item 3 pertaining to the Summit of the Americas (Agreement No. 5).
It was decided to present a draft resolution to REMIM-II intended to ensure that gender continues to be integrated in the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Argentina, in 2005.  There was also discussion on the need to draft a resolution specific to gender and trade that would include recommendations to enable women to take advantage of the benefits of trade liberalization and address the need for government action to mitigate the potential negative impacts of trade, with specific attention to the possible different impacts on women and men.  The Permanent Secretariat will prepare a draft, to be presented to the Executive Committee at its next regular meeting (Agreement No. 7).

There was extensive discussion of the purpose and content of the model format for reports.  It was finally decided that reports should refer to best practices of each country in the areas of labor, education, and justice.  It was also decided that each country would give a brief oral presentation of its report at the meeting.  Agreement No. 6 was adopted, which requests the Executive Secretariat to forward guidelines for the preparation of the said reports to the ministers.
The Executive Secretary requested the floor to suggest the possibility of holding a craftswomen’s fair at the ministerial meeting, and proposed that each country send one or two craftswomen.  The delegates expressed interest in the proposal. The suggestion was made that countries may also wish to bring gender and trade experts and/or women exporters on their delegations.  It was decided that this and the craftwomen's fair required further discussion in countries and at the next Executive Committee Meeting. 
4. Status of implementation of resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará,” adopted at the Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates of the CIM

The Chair then presented document CIM/CD/doc.29/03, “Addendum to Document CIM/CD/doc.15/03 rev.1:  ‘Implementation of Resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-0/02), Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará, adopted at the Thirty-first Meeting of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM ’ ” to the meeting for its consideration.
She noted that, at the last meeting of the Executive Committee, the Executive Secretary of the CIM had been instructed to begin the process of consultation with the member states, principal delegates, regional organizations, and civil society, with a view to obtaining their comments on the proposed mechanism for follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará, presented by the Permanent Secretariat at that meeting, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.15/03 rev.1.  She explained that the draft had been forwarded to all ministers of foreign affairs, the OAS permanent missions, and the Principal Delegates of the CIM, that their comments had been requested, and that the replies received from 16 countries were reflected in document CIM/CD/doc.29/03 and its addendum 1.  She noted that the consultation process would culminate in a meeting of experts, to be held in Mexico, which would make the pertinent recommendations.

The Delegate of Mexico took the floor to commend the Secretariat for its work and to reiterate the invitation of her government.  She proposed July 2004 as the tentative date for the meeting.



The delegates exchanged views regarding the profile of the experts who would attend the meeting, and indicated that it was advisable that they be professional experts who were involved with national mechanisms and who had experience of the topics of violence and of human rights.   It was noted that, when the agenda was available, the countries would appoint appropriate individuals to participate in the meeting, as they had done in the case of other follow-up mechanisms.  The suggestion was made to invite to the meeting specialists on human rights in the inter-American system and a representative of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 
5.
Status of follow-up of resolution CI

 HYPERLINK "http://int.cim.oas.org/Spanish/" \l "7" M/RES. 225 

 HYPERLINK "http://int.cim.oas.org/Spanish/" \l "7" (XXXI-O/02), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents and Children,” adopted at the Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates of the CIM


The Executive Secretary presented a summary of the activities carried out since the preceding meeting of the Executive Committee.  She noted that funding had been obtained from the U.S. Department of State to begin the second phase of the project in Mexico, Belize, and Bolivia. She added that the Government of Mexico is providing additional funding for the Mexico project. 
She provided information on the teleconference “Trafficking in persons, especially women, adolescents, and children. Sharing best practices to prevent and protect victims and punish traffickers,” coordinated by the CIM and held on November 20, 2004, in Washington, D.C. The objective of the teleconference was to raise awareness of the problems of trafficking in persons in Latin America and the Caribbean. She also reported on the participation of Ms. María Elena Salinas, news anchor of the Hispanic television channel Univisión as moderator and, as panelists, experts in the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica and representatives of the Grupo Jurídico Internacional de Derechos Humanos, the Office to Combat Trafficking in Persons, the International Organization for Migration, and the CIM. She requested that the delegates forward information on their activities to the Secretariat for dissemination.


The Delegates exchanged information on the activities carried out in their countries with regard to the issue of trafficking.  The Delegate of Honduras presented a report on the progress of a project that was underway in her country.  She mentioned the holding of a seminar on sex tourism and reported that trafficking had become a thesis topic and topic of study for ecotourism students.  She noted that work was being done in coordination with the countries of the sub-region and that a consulate had been opened in southern Mexico, where the greatest problems existed. The Delegate of Paraguay reported that the most recent meeting of the Presidents of the MERCOSUR countries, Chile, and Bolivia had issued a statement acknowledging the problem and expressing concern at its magnitude.  She announced that funding was being sought to carry out the project in the three-border area.


The Delegate of Argentina referred to the establishment of an inter-ministerial council to eradicate trafficking, which was preparing an action protocol in all areas, and that work was being done with the Dominican Republic on this problem.  Lastly, the Delegate of the Dominican Republic reported that her country had enacted a law on trafficking in persons, providing for the creation of a shelter for victims of trafficking who returned to the country.  She noted that an interagency commission had been created, with governmental and NGO participation, which was disseminating the law and carrying out work in areas generating large numbers of migrants.

6.
Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)
The meeting took up the topic of the follow-up to SEPIA II-Gender and Justice.  CIM Principal Specialist Mercedes Kremenetzky presented the results of the Inter-American Seminar on Gender and Justice, held in November 2003.  The event was organized by German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), sponsored by the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Ministry of Justice of Chile, the National Women’s Service (SERNAM), and the Women’s Institute Foundation, under the auspices of USAID and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.


The seminar was one of the measures developed by the JSCA to promote implementation of the guidelines of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), as well as implementation, together with the CIM, of SEPIA II-Gender and Justice.

The themes of the meeting included:  participation of women in justice systems; gender and penal process reform; civil society, gender, and justice; international conventions on women: their follow-up mechanisms and their impact on justice administration; how to obtain assistance from cooperation institutions; and, lastly, women’s courts. 


The Principal Specialist provided details of the latter initiative as a mechanism to focus greater attention on gender in disputes brought before the courts. Women’s courts facilitate future resolution of similar disputes, through the use of gender perspective, international law, and domestic legislation, with a view to preventing any form of discrimination.


When the presentation had been concluded, the delegates took the floor.  They expressed their interest in women’s courts and several delegates requested further details of how they worked.  Information was provided on the implementation of such courts in some countries, and it was noted that they were important instruments for developing sensitivity to and raising awareness of violence against women.  There ensued a substantive discussion of the latter topic and the need to strengthen ties with the judicial sector in order to support implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, underscoring and the importance of women judges in the courts and in supreme courts of justice.  Different countries pointed to the difficulties they faced in connection with revised criminal codes containing amendments that did not promote laws on violence.  It was decided that information needed to be exchanged on each country’s most effective practices, and Agreement No. 8 was adopted, which requested the Executive Secretary to prepare a manual of good practices and specific examples of progress made in legislation on violence against women, to be presented to the delegates at their upcoming Assembly.  

The Chair then presented to the Committee for its consideration the document approved at the meeting of SEPIA III–Gender and Education, held December 8-9, 2003, just prior to this Meeting of the Executive Committee.  The Executive Secretary gave a brief presentation of the results, and the meeting then reviewed the document in detail.  In view of the request of the Caribbean countries to clarify the paragraphs regarding the condition of the population of African descent in the Hemisphere, and of the need for the delegation of the United States to consult regarding the media-related recommendations, it was decided to postpone approval of the final SEPIA III document until the next meeting of the Executive Committee (Agreement No. 4).
Mr. Daniel Vilariño, Principal Specialist of the Office of Science and Technology reported on the progress made by that Office in the preparations for SEPIA IV–Gender, Science, and Technology. He informed the Committee steps were being taken with a view to holding the corresponding ministerial meeting, in Lima, November 11 and 12, 2004.  

The delegates thanked Mr. Vilariño for his presentation and exchanged ideas regarding how to enhance coordination of activities with the ministries of science and technology in the countries with a view to gender mainstreaming in this area, and noted that, in some countries, such ministries had gender units that might serve as contact points.  They requested that they be sent the documents emanating from the preparatory meetings, such as the hemispheric policy consolidation meeting and the Fourth Regular Meeting of COMCYT, to be held in March 2004, in Panama.


Agreement No. 3 was adopted, which instructs the Executive Secretary to forward the e-mail addresses of the CIM delegates and the OAS permanent missions, to the OAS Office of Science and Technology so that that Office could forward the pertinent documentation and the delegates could provide them with gender mainstreaming policy proposals.

7. Preparatory work for the Thirty-second Assembly of Delegates of the CIM


The acting Chair presented the preliminary draft agenda for the CIM Assembly of Delegates, to the Executive Committee for its consideration and noted that it reflected the amendments proposed at the most recent Meeting of the Executive Committee.

After reviewing the document, the Executive Committee adopted Agreement No. 9, approving the draft agenda for the Thirty-second Assembly of Delegates of the CIM (CIM/CD/doc.28/03), with the following addition at the end of item 5.a:  Approval of the proposed mechanism for follow-up of implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará.  The approved draft will be forwarded to the delegates and countries for comment.

8. Budgetary execution as of June 30, 2003 


“Budgetary Execution as of November 30, 2003,” document CIM/CD/doc.30/03, was presented to the meeting for its consideration and adopted without amendment (Agreement No.11).  The Executive Secretary reported that, by the next meeting of the Committee, a change would be made to the format of the document containing this information, as the delegations had requested.  

9.
Other business
The Executive Secretary presented to the meeting for its consideration, a draft letter to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), setting out the CIM’s position  regarding the situation of women in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico, and supporting the efforts of the IACHR and the Government of Mexico to resolve the over 300 murders perpetrated in that city over the last ten years.  The delegates expressed their support and adopted Agreement No. 10, which requests the President of the CIM to forward the letter to the IACHR’s Rapporteur on Women’s Rights.

The Principal Delegate of Nicaragua reported that the Nicaraguan Women’s Institute had received the Edouard Saouma Award, presented by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), for creating a program for rural women, developed to end rural poverty and promote rural development from a gender perspective.  The Institute coordinated with the Comisión Interinstitucional de Mujer y Desarrollo Rural (CMYDR), established to mainstream gender in the work plans of institutions involved in agriculture and natural resources, and obtained the active participation of other public institutions with competence in the area of agricultural and rural development, and of civil society organizations, at both the central and the community levels.  It also developed and carried out activities to create small businesses to promote food security.  

The delegates warmly commended the Principal Delegate of Nicaragua on this important award.

The meeting was declared closed at 5:00 p.m., on December 12, 2003.

AGREEMENTS ADOPTED
Agreement No. 1
To adopt the Summary Minutes of the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.24/03.
Agreement No.2
To ask the Secretariat for Legal Affairs to issue a legal opinion on the scope of Article 2 of the Convention of Belém do Pará.

Agreement No. 3
To instruct the Executive Secretary of the CIM to provide the email addresses of the CIM Delegates and Representatives of the Permanent Missions, to the OAS Office of Science and Technology.  Said office will provide them with the background documentation needed so that the delegates and missions can provide input on the development of proposals on gender mainstreaming in Science and Technology policies.

Agreement No. 4
To postpone review and approval of the final document of SEPIA III until the next meeting of the Executive Committee.

Agreement No. 5
To approve the agenda for the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II) contained in document CIM/CD/doc.14/03 rev.1, with the comments made regarding paragraph 3.

Agreement No. 6
To request the Executive Secretariat, pursuant to the Approved Agenda for REMIM II, to send the Ministers of Women Affairs, the guidelines for the presentation of their reports on best practices in the areas of labor, education, and justice.

Agreement No. 7
To present for consideration by REMIM II, a draft resolution for the continued incorporation of a gender perspective in the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas, as well as a resolution specific to gender and trade with recommendations to enable women to take advantage of the benefits of trade. The Permanent Secretariat will prepare a draft to be presented to the Executive Committee at its next regular meeting 


Agreement No. 8
To request that the Executive Secretariat begin preparation on a manual of best practices and specific examples of progress made in legislation on violence against women, to be presented to the next Assembly of Delegates.

Agreement No. 9
To approve the preliminary draft agenda of the Thirty-second Assembly of Delegates of the CIM contained in document CIM/CD/doc.28/03 with the following addition at the end of point 5.a: Adoption of the Draft Mechanism for Follow-up of Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará. 
Agreement No.10
To request the President of the CIM to remit a letter to the Rapporteur for Women’s Rights of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) expressing the concern of the CIM regarding the acts of violence against women that have taken place in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico, and offering to collaborate where possible.

Agreement No. 11
To approve the Budget Execution as of February 15, 2004, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.45/04.
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